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" Some persons might, perhaps, object to this motion, as
the very words of it conveyed an idea, that it was dangerous
to suffer any inquiry whatever to take place, as it stated
circumstances,  which  went to  infer   that  Ireland  was in
danger.    The conduct of Earl Fitzwilliam was certainly very
dangerous.   But to whom was it dangerous ?    To the people
of Ireland?    By no means.    It was dangerous only to the
few  individuals  whose plan it was to govern  Ireland by
corruption: it was dangerous to those who held the interest
and the sentiments of the people of that country in contempt,
and therefore the cause of the removal of the noble earl upon
that principle was easily perceived.    The noble earl was, he
believed, the  only  person  who  had  the  good  fortune to
obtain the applause of all the catholics and dissenters of
Ireland;  the only person who, since the accession of the
house of Brunswick, had been able to unite all parties in
that kingdom;  and that, perhaps, to his majesty's present
advisers, was a sufficient reason  for his recal.     Here Mr.
Fox entered into a short history of facts with regard to the
administration of Earl Fitzwilliam in Ireland ; as also of the
applications which were made to the throne by delegates
from that country on behalf of the catholics, and maintained
the right which the House of Commons of Great Britain had
to institute inquiries into public matters which related to
the interests of both.    He was of opinion, that what had
been allowed to the catholics in that country and in this, so
far as it went, was highly proper; but that while there was
any distinction made between them and the protestants with
regard to political rights, they would still continue to have
claims upon the justice of the legislature.   His opinion indeed
was well known to those who had done him the honour
to attend to him; it was, that at all times, in all countries,
and upon all occasions, there should be no distinctions in
political rights, on account of religious opinions."1
" The next point to be considered, was the opinion which
the mass of the people of a country entertained  of the
1 Speeches,; vol. v. pp. 460, 461.